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President’s
Report

David Berryman
President

It is my pleasure to report to members on what I believe 
has been another highly successful year for your Club.
The first full year of trade following completion of 
our Centenary Project has seen all the hard work and 
disruption result in a very successful year delivering all 
that we had hoped and planned for as well as setting 
up the Club for the short to medium future.

Following on from this success, the Board have been 
recently contemplating how the Club will evolve as the 
calendar moves forward to 2050 and beyond. Whilst 
our commitment is to continue to support our local 
community and for sailing to prosper, we also expect 
that the Club operation and facilities will be different 
than those we provide today, much as our operations 
and facilities differ to 2000 if we look back 25 years in 
the rear-view mirror. To assist us navigate this strategic 
journey we have commenced work on the formulation 
of a precinct masterplan across the Clubs assets that 
will provide a roadmap that will guide our decision 
making from a services, development and investment 
perspective into the future. The Board looks forward 
to sharing our vision with our members and other key 
stakeholders over the coming year.

The escalation of costs has been a common topic of 
discussion over the past year with your Club facing 
significant hikes in our costs like those experienced by 
many of our Members including insurance, energy and 
food costs. As a Member based organisation we strive 
to achieve the appropriate balance between profit and 
affordability to provide an appropriate dividend to our 
Members through discounts, meal deals and specials. 
We are also conscious of ensuring that our staff are 
fairly remunerated to offset some of the inflationary 
pressures that they face, which we addressed through 
the negotiation of a new enterprise agreement that 
delivered a wage increase that the team rightfully 
deserved.

Sailing has, and always will be, at the core of our 
existence and our primary object. The Commodore 
and the Sailing Committee have been considering our 
sailing succession strategies and consequently the 
25/26 season will see the introduction of the 13ft Skiff 
class into our fleet on a trial basis as another pathway. 
We look forward to some of the best dinghy sailors 
from across Australia visiting our Club in January when 
we host the 2026 national championships for both 
the 16ft Skiff and Flying 11’s and wish all the Belmont 
sailors the best of luck. 

Whilst your Board are very proud of the level of 
financial support that our Club provides to a variety 
of charities, sporting clubs and not for profit groups, 
we also feel honoured to provide connections 
and assistance to our community through broader 
support systems. Apart from the many grassroots 
organisations we provide with prizes for fundraising 
over the past year we have helped raise awareness of 
important issues in society including prostate, breast 
and brain cancer, suicide prevention, CPR education, 
domestic violence, sustainability and water safety to 
name a few.     

As always, bricks and mortar are an important part of 
the formula, but it is our wonderful staff who make our 
visits to the Club so enjoyable. Thanks again to our 
CEO Scott Williams, who this year marked 20 years at 
the helm, to his management team and all our valued 
employees for their hard work and dedication.

To my fellow Board members, thanks for your hard 
work and commitment to always seeking to improve 
what the Club can offer. The stability of the Board 
and management team over many years has been, I 
believe, an important element in our success.

Finally, to your, our members my thanks for your 
continuing support and patronage. It’s your Club and 
I know you appreciate being a part of it. 
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Chief Executive
Officer’s Report

Scott Williams
Chief Executive Officer

I am pleased to report to Members that the year 
ended 31 March 2025 has been a successful one for 
your Club.

We had a full year of trading without the disruption 
of construction and consequently we achieved a solid 
financial surplus of $2.28M, with an EBITDA of $5.74M 
(which equates to a healthy 16.73% of turnover) 
resulting in our net assets growing to $48.10M. These 
results have been achieved after providing $1.08M 
in financial support to the wider community through 
donations, sponsorships and our contribution to the 
sport of sailing. Over the year in review, we have 
repaid $2.1M in debt and have set an ambitious debt 
retirement strategy whist maintaining flexibility within 
our balance sheet for ongoing capital investment. 

Beyond financial support, we provide a place for people 
to come together for a variety of reasons ranging 
from sharing a laugh to celebrating to simply catching 
up with friends or family.  Our intent is to provide a 
comfortable, non-judgemental and affordable space 
that encourages gathering across a broad range of 
society and we do our part to reduce social isolation. 
We are conscious of the environment in which we 
exist and we have implemented a Climate Governance 
Policy as a framework for your Club to make conscious 
contributions towards sustainability, with our crew very 
engaged in this process. Please keep your eyes out for 
news about some of our strategies around the Club, 
through our social media channels or in our various 
publications.  

One of our strategies is to strive for our facilities to be 
presented in “as new” condition. Whilst the Centenary 
Project lifted the quality of the facilities across the 
Club, we have also recently reviewed the balance of 
our facilities.  Our conclusion was that the Boat Shed 
is still in pretty good shape as it prepares to celebrate 
its 10th birthday, and despite a handful of operational 
tweaks, it remains a great location for watching sport 
while enjoying craft beer and delicious burgers. Would 
you believe that the Spinnaker Room welcomed its 
first artists to the stage in 1980 and whilst it is still a 
fantastic venue for live music or events, the builders are 
just about finished making some minor modifications 
to simplify patron movement.  

The goal of our 220 strong crew is to work together 
to provide you with a memorable experience each 
time you visit your Club and I take this opportunity 
to congratulate each and every one of our crew for 
their contribution, dedication and the positive legacy 
that they leave. I also wish to acknowledge the stellar 
efforts of the management team who often do much 
of the heavy lifting without the accolades – thank you!

I would like to commend the Board of Directors, led 
by President David Berryman, for their guidance and 
support over the last 12 months. They have again 
worked in harmony to set the platform with solid 
policy making and fulfilled their role of key decision 
makers, always while considering the best interests of 
Members.

Ultimately our success can only be measured by the 
satisfaction of our Members and those who use our 
facilities. On this basis I would like to thank you for 
your support and your decision to spend your leisure 
time at Belmont 16s Sailing Club.  Together with the 
balance of the crew I look forward to seeing you at the 
Club again soon.
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Commodore’s
Report

James Griffiths
Commodore

Season 2024/2025 was another successful year of 
sailing here at Belmont 16s Sailing Club, with the skiffs 
enjoying average weekly fleet sizes well into the low 
30’s. Saturday afternoon saw consistent numbers of 
Cherubs, and Lasers fleet all very encouraging signs.

The Lion Club Championship was tightly contested, 
with the title still up for grabs coming into the last of 
the seven events. The crew of Contender Sailcloth, 
consisting of Will Howard, Joel Castle and Rory 
Murtagh were successful this year, claiming victory 
by the narrowest of margins, congratulations on a 
tremendous season. Tom Stivano, Mick Brown and 
Lachlan Hornsby sailed Radlink Communications to 
victory in the Aristocrat Yearly Pointscore. This year’s 
Pointscore was hotly contested with the team claiming 
victory in the final race. Wonderful recognition for 
what was a very consistent performance this season, 
congratulations! 

On the representative stage Belmont crews performed 
strongly.  Will Howard’s crew sailing Contender 
Sailcloth were our highest ranked entrant finishing 6th 
overall. The State Titles were hosted by Port Hunter 
Sailing Club and Manly 16ft Skiff Sailing Club this 
season with Matt Meaney’s crew sailing Swell Racing 
being our highest ranked entrant finishing 6th overall. 
On the Cherub representative stage, it was Belmont 
sailors who shone at Largs Bay, South Australia at the 
Cherub Australian Championships. Belmont excelled 
with two boats finishing in the top five.  Belmont 16s 
junior sailor Marshall Day and crew Will Beck claimed 
victory finishing 1st overall in the Cherub Australian 
Championships & NSW State Championships. 

At the club level, Cherub Club Champion this year 
was New Order – Andrew Stewart and Dave Stewart, 
while the Cherub Pointscore Winner was Harden 
Up – Christian Spencer and Noah Steenson. In the 
Lasers our Club Champion this year was Sanity – Jon 
Drummond and the Yearly Pointscore Champion was 
No Hassles – Wayne Thomas. 

As always, I congratulate our various Start Crews, 
Rescue Boat Crews, Radio Officers, and numerous 
Volunteers. Without these individuals giving so freely 
of their time, week in and week out, our racing simply 
would not be possible. Thanks, must also go to our 
generous Sponsors, the Club, its Board of Directors, 
Management and Staff. We are all extremely fortunate 
to benefit from your support and assistance.

Finally, I would like to thank our Vice-Commodore 
Mat Waters, our Sailing Committee, Administration 
staff Nadine Steenson and Kris Fay. Their advice and 
support throughout the season has been greatly 
appreciated, contributing to another successful and 
enjoyable season.
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Sailing Honours
2024-2025

CLASS BOAT SKIPPER CREW TITLE

PELICANS Little Hooligan

Game On

Zachary Tait

Toby Shute

Phoebe York

Darcy Picken

Club Championship

Yearly Point Score 

O`PEN 
SKIFFS

Synergy

Epic 

Hamish Skelton 

Rowan Towndrow

Club Championship

Yearly Point Score 

FLYING 11S Ondalay

Mojo

Jadon Morris

Nic Drummond

Elliot Fisher

Spencer Beeby

Club Championship

Yearly Point Score

LASERS Sanity

No Hassles 

Jon Drummond

Wayne Thomas 

Full Rig Club Championship

Full Rig Yearly Point Score 

CHERUBS New Order

Harden Up 

Andrew Stewart

Christian Spencer

Dave Stewart

Noah Steenson

Club Championship

Yearly Point Score

16FT SKIFFS Contender 
Sailcloth

Radlink 
Communications   

Will Howard

Tom Stivano

Joel Castle
Rory Murtagh

Mick Brown
Lachlan Hornsby

Club Championship

Yearly Point Score
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