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President’s
Report

David Berryman
President

Over the last several years my report has dealt with 
the numerous disruptions to the Club such as the 
pandemic and the Centenary Project and how we have 
been dealing with those disruptions. It is refreshing 
this year to note that those matters are now behind us 
with the recent completion of the Centenary Project.

From a strategic perspective our primary goals from 
the Centenary Project were to provide Members 
with the quality and variety of facilities they deserve, 
broaden the demographic of the people who visit our 
Club and to challenge conventional perceptions of 
what a Club is today.  Whether they are from long term 
Members, those who have recently joined the Club 
or a broad cross section of visitors, the feedback, or 
comments that we have received are overwhelmingly 
positive with “wow” a common word we hear.  This is 
a strong indicator that our strategic intent has been 
achieved.

My favourite part of the Club right now is Martha Drink 
and Dine with its mediterranean inspired menu cooked 
in our Mibrasa charcoal ovens or the diverse beverage 
range including the selection of signature cocktails 
produced by our mixologists. The first-floor location 
with unparalleled views combined with high quality 
ingredients and superior service levels makes Martha 
one of premier dining options in not only in Lake 
Macquarie but the broader Hunter Region.  Martha is 
proving very to be popular, so I suggest that you book 
in advance to secure your table. 

Recently we have made some adjustments to our 
branding with the intention of recognising where the 
Club started its journey in 1922.  We have reverted to 
Belmont 16s Sailing Club to honour our heritage with 
our logo reflecting the original burgee that the Club 
first sailed under.  Whilst it is important to reflect on 
the Clubs legacy over the past century, we recognise 
that it is paramount for our facilities, product range 
and services to be relevant to ensure they meet the 
expectations of our current and future members so 
we can continue to serve our community for the next 
century and beyond. 

Once again, we are proud to have been able to 
support our local community through a broad range of 
charities, not for profit organisations and local sporting 
groups.   I know that our ongoing support is vital and 
appreciated by these organisations.

Many of our members may not be aware of the new 
sailing facilities, comprising sailing offices, meeting 
and training rooms which have been constructed as 
a mezzanine level in the Brian Ellis Boat Shed. The 
enhanced sailing facilities we now have available 
are amongst the best in Australia and have resulted 
in greater participation levels including increased 
demand for children undertaking our Tackers Learn 
to Sail Program.

Our Board are conscious of making junior sailing 
safe, affordable, and accessible and accordingly we 
have recently established the Belmont 16s Sailing 
Foundation to preserve the legacy and future of 
our sailing community to ensure it thrives well in the 
future.  The Foundation may be of interest to those 
Members who have benefited from sailing over their 
lifetime and wish to give back, with more information 
available on the Clubs website. 

When all is said and done, we are a sailing club and 
I congratulate our sailors on their successes at local, 
state, national and international levels.   We are 
fortunate to have the resources available to provide 
sailing facilities, programs and events which rival those 
which can be found anywhere in Australia.

While we have created a great new Club, it is our 
wonderful staff who make our visits to the Club such 
a great experience.  My thanks to our CEO Scott 
Williams, his management team, and staff for their 
efforts, particularly through the disruptions of our 
building project. 

In particular, I want to recognise the efforts of our 
recently retired Operations Manager, Gordon Maxwell, 
for the incredible amount of behind the scenes work 
to ensure the success of the Centenary Project. I wish 
him a long, happy and healthy retirement. 

Finally, thanks to our loyal members for continuing to 
support the Club, through the Centenary Project and 
since its completion. I am sure you will agree that the 
inconvenience was worth it and share my pride in a 
Club that is now one of the premier venues in the 
region. 
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Chief Executive
Officer’s Report

Scott Williams
Chief Executive Officer

It is my pleasure to present my 20th annual CEO report 
for the year ended 31 March 2024, following a year of 
significant inconvenience to our loyal Members. 

This trading year was highly disruptive as the various 
contractors worked their way through the Club which 
included the construction of a temporary entry as 
well as the relocation or closure of other facilities 
as Graph Building completed the much anticipated 
Centenary Project. The transformation of the Club has 
aligned with the initial vision and design intent and has 
resulted in the desired generational change to position 
our Club well into the future. Notwithstanding the 
associated construction fatigue and inconvenience, 
the Club still generated a financial surplus of $1.398M 
which we consider to be a strong result given both 
the disruption and the various one off costs including 
rebranding, new uniforms, advertising, training and 
setting up various kitchens. Our balance sheet remains 
healthy despite using cash reserves to fund around 
60% of the $22M project cost.

During the Centenary Project we also took the 
opportunity to build the shell of an additional lakeside 
restaurant located next to Martha on the first floor. 
This space will be fitted out during next year with a 
planned launch in late 2025. We are still contemplating 
the style of this new outlet and are seeking to engage 
with Members to collect your thoughts through a 
survey with further details currently available on our 
website. Our team are also working on a strategy to 
reduce some of the pressure on our car parking at 
peak times which is a byproduct of the transformation 
of your Club.   

One of the consequences from Covid was the increased 
willingness of society to embrace technology such as 
online shopping, tap and go payments or the use of QR 
codes. Whilst some may claim that cash is becoming 
a redundant commodity due to the dominance of 
cashless payment systems, cash currently remains the 
only tender that can be used to play one of our gaming 
machines. The NSW Independent Panel On Gaming 
Reform are currently considering cashless gaming, 
with a recommendation anticipated in November 
which will provide further clarity and direction. Our 

intention is to provide our Members with the option 
to use technology to facilitate choice, provided that 
can be achieved in a responsible way. 

As your Club has grown, so has the size of our team 
who are here to deliver you with the superior service 
levels that you deserve every time you visit Belmont 
16s Sailing Club. Despite having to work in a difficult 
and constantly changing physical environment during 
construction, our diverse team of 190 individuals 
have combined cohesively with a desire to exceed 
your service expectations and I would like to take this 
opportunity to personally thank each and every one 
of them for their efforts. In particular, I would like to 
pay homage to recently retired Operations Manager 
Gordon Maxwell for his outstanding contribution to 
the Club since his tenure commenced in 2006.   

In a year that required innovative decision making, 
tenacity and the resolve to focus on the bigger picture, 
I would like to pass on my gratitude to President David 
Berryman and the Board for their wisdom, faith and 
ongoing support.

Finally, but most importantly, I would like to thank you 
for your perseverance and support whilst your Club 
was transformed into the magnificent offering that we 
have today. Together with the balance of the team I 
look forward to seeing you at the Club again soon.
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Commodore’s
Report

James Griffiths
Commodore

Season 2023/2024 was another successful year of 
sailing here at Belmont 16ft Sailing Club!

The Lion Club Championship and the Aristocrat Yearly 
Pointscore were both tightly contested, with both 
titles still up for grabs coming into the last race of the 
season. Congratulations to the crew of NHS Building 
Supplies, consisting of Joel Beashel, Adam Beashel and 
Beau Crockett the 2023-24 16ft Skiff Club Champions. 
Noah Steenson, Glen Young and Greg Steenson sailed 
Hunter Heart Safe to victory in the Aristocrat Yearly 
Pointscore. Congratulations! Both Joel and Noah 
enter the history books as the youngest skippers to 
win either Championship at just 16 years of age.

On the representative stage Belmont crews performed 
strongly.  Henry Makin’s crew sailing Skelcon were our 
highest ranked entrant finishing 3rd overall in the 16ft 
Skiff National Titles and 4th overall in the 16ft Skiff 
NSW State Titles.  On the Cherub representative 
stage, Motorboat sailed by Zac Heyes & Peter McLeod 
claimed victory finishing 1st overall in the Cherub 
Australian Championships. Motorboat also placed 2nd 
overall at the NSW State Championships. 

At the club level, Cherub Club Champion this year 
was Hooligan – Georgia Steenson and Morgan York, 

while the Cherub Pointscore Winner was New Order 
– Andrew Stewart and Dave Stewart. In the Lasers our 
Club Champion this year was Hurley – Thomas Farley 
and the Yearly Pointscore Champion was No Hassles 
– Wayne Thomas. 

As always, I congratulate our various Start Crews, 
Rescue Boat Crews, Radio Officers, and numerous 
Volunteers. Without these individuals giving so freely 
of their time, week in and week out, our racing simply 
would not be possible. Thanks, must also go to our 
generous Sponsors, the Club, its Board of Directors, 
Management and Staff. 

Finally, I would like to thank our Vice-Commodore Mat 
Waters, our Sailing Committee, Administration staff 
Nadine Steenson and David Sullivan.
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Sailing Honours
2023-2024

CLASS BOAT SKIPPER CREW TITLE

PELICANS Hot Chilli

Kamikaze 

Jadon Morris

Harry Yager 

Noah Morris

Rowan Towndrow

Club Championship

Yearly Point Score 

O`PEN 
SKIFFS

Lazy Sailing

Lazy Sailing 

Andy Fisher

Andy Fisher

Club Championship

Yearly Point Score 

FLYING 11S Lil Ripper

Gary

Charlie Nosworthy

Harry Yager

Elliot Fisher

Bryce Towndrow

Club Championship

Yearly Point Score

LASERS Hurley

No Hassles

Tom Farley

Wayne Thomas 

Full Rig Club Championship

Full Rig Yearly Point Score 

CHERUBS Hooligan 

New Order 

Motorboat 

Georgia Steenson  

Andrew Stewart

Zac Heyes  

Morgan York

Dave Stewart

Peter McLeod

Club Championship

Yearly Point Score

Cherub Australian 
Champion

16FT SKIFFS NHS Building 
Supplies

Hunter Heart 
Safe

Joel Beashel

Noah Steenson

Adam Beashel
Beau Crockett

Glen Young
Greg Steenson

Club Championship

Yearly Point Score

4
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David Berryman Mathew Waters
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