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As I reflect on another year at Belmont 16’s I am extremely 
proud of the way in which the Club has performed during 
what can only be described as a roller coaster ride.

The financial strength of the Club, sound management, 
loyal staff and members, and a united board has seen it 
deal successfully with a constantly changing landscape.

While some uncertainty remains, we can now look to the 
future and put in place plans to make the Club better and 
more successful than it has ever been. As we prepare to 
enter our Centenary year in 2022, the centerpiece of 
our celebrations will be a substantial redevelopment of 
the Club, which we are calling the Centenary Project.

The project has now progressed beyond the design 
stage and we anticipate calling for tenders for this 
exciting development to commence early next year. 
Apart from optimising our location, we will deliver 
improved connectivity within the building including new 
stair locations and atriums. Some of the highlights of 
the development include the creation of more indoor/
outdoor spaces taking advantage of our decks, a 
rooftop bar with unique food and beverage options, 
a new innovative contemporary restaurant on the first 
floor, completely reconfigured function spaces suitable 
for any occasion, as well as a complete refurbishment 
of our existing facilities. You can view more details by 
clicking here, visiting our website, or looking on the 
televisions in the Club when you next visit. I hope that 
you agree with our vision, that this project will cement 
Belmont 16’s as the jewel in the hospitality crown of Lake 
Macquarie for many years to come.

The other major aspect of the celebrations will be the 
hosting of the 2021/2022 Australian 16ft Skiff Nationals 
and defending this prestigious title in January 2022 as 
we celebrate 100 years of sailing skiffs on Belmont Bay. 
Whilst the Commodore will comment on the various 
achievements of our sailors during another extremely 
successful sailing season, I congratulate all of our sailors 
on their achievements and the manner in which they 
represented our Club at numerous events over the year.
We are at our heart a Sailing Club and one of our primary 

objects is to support the sport of sailing and our Learn to 
Sail program is crucial to growing participation levels. We 
have strengthened our commitment to this core strategy 
by investing in a new fleet of Opti training boats, focusing 
on the Sailing Australia Tackers Curriculum, increasing 
the frequency of programs, and most importantly making 
sure that participants have fun. If you know of a young 
person who would like to learn to sail, please contact 
our sailing office or visit our website.

As always, throughout the year we have continued our 
community support by providing funding to a range of 
local charities, not for profits, or sporting organisations. 
Our contribution to Valentine Pool allowed them to 
undertake the upgrades required to keep their pool 
operational, our support to Hunter Breast Cancer 
Foundation assists them to keep up the great work they 
do, our donation to Run DIPG helps them fund research 
into childhood cancer, and our sponsorship of Lakes 
United, Southern Beaches, Belmont Baseball Club and 
AFL Hunter/Central Coast keeps sport alive in our local 
community.

In closing, I would like to thank our wonderful staff 
here at the Club led by our CEO Scott Williams and his 
management team. They have demonstrated time and 
time again over the last year what a wonderful asset they 
are and how vital they are to the ongoing success of 
the Club. I also wish to thank on behalf of the members, 
my fellow Directors for their ongoing efforts. It has been 
a challenging year with many difficult decisions to be 
made and they acted at all times with the best interest of 
the Club at heart. A stable board and management are 
an essential ingredient in the Club’s ongoing success.

Finally, to our members, thank you for continuing to 
support the Club. Your willingness to do so in difficult 
times has allowed the Club to survive and thrive. Exciting 
times lie ahead, and I look forward to sharing them with 
you.

David Berryman
President

PRESIDENT’S 
REPORT
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I am proud to present my 17th Annual Report to Members 
in what was one of the most tumultuous years in 
modern history. As we emerged from hibernation after 
the pandemic induced lockdown we faced capacity 
restrictions, social distancing requirements, contact 
tracing systems, enhanced hygiene processes and 
constantly changing Covid Safe plans. I would like to 
take this opportunity to thank every single person in 
the 16s family including all of our exceptional staff, our 
committed Board  and our wonderful Members for their 
ability to adapt to whatever we faced so we could open 
our doors and gradually get back to doing what we 
do best, which is delivering first class hospitality and 
serving you delicious meals, frosty beverages and Lake 
Macquarie’s best coffee in your Club in the safest way 
we can whilst supporting our local community.

Despite that fact that we were unable to trade for the 
months of April and May in 2020, we have still delivered an 
after-tax surplus of $2.989M for the year ended 31 March 
2021. It is difficult to benchmark this years performance 
against those of the past due to financial assistance 
provided by both the Federal and State Governments as 
well as the vastly different trading conditions we faced. 
During this period our strategy was to consolidate our 
financial position which has resulted in a strong balance 
sheet that provides us with ample cash reserves to make 
a significant contribution towards the costs associated 
with our upcoming Centenary Project Redevelopment.  

The scope of the Centenary Project is covered off in the 
President’s Report but I can report that our Development 
Application was submitted to Lake Macquarie City 
Council in early April and at the time of writing is still under 
assessment. We are hopeful for a positive determination 
in the near future which will enable us to commence 
construction in early 2022. Apart from turbo charging the 
facilities available for Members, this project will deliver a 
substantial contribution to the local economy in terms of 
investment and job creation both during construction as 
well as after completion.

Apart from the significant resources allocated to 
designing the Centenary Project we sustained a 
focus on maintaining and improving our infrastructure. 
Beyond ongoing equipment replacements, some of 
the key investments included replacing the Spinnaker 
Room roof, ongoing preventative maintenance of the 
Club substructure over Lake Macquarie as well as the 
expansion of the concrete apron in front of the Brian Ellis 
Boat Shed to make it safer to launch boats. We have also 
recently completed the installation of a 100kw solar array 
on the Spinnaker Room roof as we continue our journey 
towards sustainability.

The pandemic created the need for businesses to be 
agile and adapt to digital transformation opportunities 
across their systems and processes. We have embraced 
this concept and have introduced table-based ordering, 
online raffles, streamlined entry processes, QR codes 
and expanded the functionality of our Belmont 16s 
App beyond daily games and weekly promotions to 
include concert ticket presales and bonus trivia rounds. 
Technology will continue to evolve in the years ahead, 
including some trials of digital wallets and membership 
cards which is due to commence in late 2021. If you 
don’t yet have the Belmont 16s App, I encourage you to 
download it by using the QR code which you can find 
either in this publication or throughout the Club. 

In a year that required innovative decision making and 
the ability to pivot quickly, I would like to pass on my 
gratitude to President David Berryman and the Board for 
their wisdom, faith and ongoing support.  

Whilst I have already made comment regarding the 
strength of our balance sheet, it fails to record the most 
significant asset that we have, which is you, our loyal 
Members.  Thank you for your ongoing support during 
a year of uncertainty. Together with all of our team I look 
forward to seeing you at your Club again soon. 

Scott Williams 
Chief Executive Officer

CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
OFFICER’S REPORT
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This year Club racing was back to normal across all classes, with the skiffs enjoying average weekly fleet sizes well into 
the mid 20’s. Saturday afternoon saw consistent numbers of Cherubs, while the Laser fleet was again very strong, all very 
encouraging signs.

Will Howard, Richard Howard, and Corey Hamilton teamed up to claim the Lion Club Championship this year, sailing 
Contender Sailcloth. 
Tom Dawson, Joel Castle and Jamie Woods sailed East Coast Marine & Sail to victory in the Aristocrat Yearly Pointscore. 
Wonderful recognition for what was a very consistent performance this season, congratulations!

On the representative stage Belmont crews performed strongly. River Wild sailed by Warwick Rooklyn, Tom Burton & Sam 
Phillips claimed victory in the Australian 16’ Skiff Titles, hosted by Gosford Sailing Club. NFPG sailed by Ben Bruniges, Justin 
Sharrock & Dave Hickey finished 2nd overall.  The State Titles were hosted by both Port Hunter and Illawarra Yacht Club 
this season. Rod Carter’s crew sailing Stockee Smart Shelf were our highest ranked entrant finishing 4th.  The Cherubs 
saw their National Championships abandoned due to COVID-19, however they did compete on a State level. Schmicky 
Shmootin sailed by Kris Fay and Tom Drury were 1st Overall NSW State Championships. 

At the club level, Cherub Club Champion this year was Schmicky Shmootin – Kris Fay & Tom Drury, while the Cherub 
Pointscore Winner was Gold Digger – Nicole Barnes & Brett Lancaster. In the Lasers our Club Champion this year was 
Hurley – Thomas Farley and the Yearly Pointscore Champion was No Hassles – Wayne Thomas. Continuing to the Laser 
radials – Peter Heywood on Kick was crowned Club Champion with Hornet– Sebastian Hornsby claiming the Yearly 
Pointscore Honours.

As always, I congratulate our various Start Crews, Rescue Boat Crews, Radio Officers, and numerous Volunteers. Without 
these individuals giving so freely of their time, week in and week out, our racing simply would not be possible. Thanks, must 
also go to our generous Sponsors, the Club, its Board of Directors, Management and Staff. We are all extremely fortunate 
to benefit from your support and assistance.

Finally, I would like to thank our Vice-Commodore Mat Waters, our Sailing Committee and Administration staff Nadine 
Steenson and Adam Gillson. Their advice and support throughout the year has been greatly appreciated, contributing 
strongly to another successful and enjoyable season.

James Griffiths
Commodore

COMMODORE’S 
REPORT
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SAILING HONOURS 2020 - 2021

CLASS BOAT SKIPPER CREW TITLE
Pelicans Kujo

Intrepid 
Banjo Nicholson 
Christian Spencer

Connor Radford
Gus Boys 

Club Championship
Yearly Point Score 

Flying 11s General Lee
Don’t Worry
Cheeky 

Darby Jones
Bailey James 
Joel Beashel

Taj Waters
Connor Radford
Marshall Day 

Club Championship
Yearly Point Score 
Flying 11 Australian Champions

Lasers Hurley
Kick
No Hassles 
Hornet

Thomas Farley
Peter Heywood
Wayne Thomas 
Sebastian Horsnby

Full Rig Club Championship
Radial Club Championship 
Full Rig Yearly Point Score 
Radial Yearly Point Score 

Cherubs Schmicky Shmootin 
Gold Digger

Kris Fay  
Nicole Barnes

Tom Drury
Brett Lancaster

Club Championship
Yearly Point Score 

16ft Skiffs Contender Sailcloth

East Coast Marine & Sail 

River Wild 

Will Howard

Tom Dawson

Warwick Rooklyn

Richard Howard
Corey Hamilton
Joel Castle
Jamie Woods 
Tom Burton
Jamie Woods

Club Championship

Yearly Point Score 

Australian 16ft Skiff Champions
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Belmont 16 Ft Sailing Club Limited
ABN 50 001 020 471

Notes to the Financial Statements
For the Year Ended 31 March 2020

16 Borrowings
2020

$
2019

$

CURRENT

Secured liabilities:
Loans 149,780 125,907

149,780 125,907

NON-CURRENT

Secured liabilities:
Loans 3,603,677 2,435,049
Commercial bills 870,000 2,370,000

4,473,677 4,805,049

(a) Total current and non-current secured liabilities
Loans 3,753,457 2,560,956
Commercial bills 870,000 2,370,000

4,623,457 4,930,956

(b) Security

The bank overdraft, loans and commercial bills are secured by:

(i) Registered first mortgage over freehold properties owned by the Club;
- 15-19, 21, 23, 25, 27, 29, 31, 33, 35, 37 Ross Street Belmont NSW 2280
- 90, 92, 94 Evans Street Belmont NSW 2280

(ii) Registered equitable mortgage over assets;
- All the Club's assets including liquor and gaming machine licences
- Property 36, 38-44, 46-54 Ross Street, Belmont NSW 2280

(c) Unrestricted access was available at balance date to the following additional lines of credit:

Bank overdraft facility available 200,000 200,000

200,000 200,000
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